
 
Sisters petition McDonald's and Burger 
King for plastic toy ban 

 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-49069522 
22 July 2019 

 

Image caption: Ella and Caitlin McEwan want giveaways to be made from sustainable materials 

 

"We started thinking about the environment when we were [studying it] at 
school. I like to eat at McDonald's and Burger King sometimes but I don't like the 
toys - they're really bad for the environment," says Ella McEwan.  

Ella and Caitlin McEwan, aged nine and seven, want McDonald's and Burger King 
toys to be made from sustainable pieces in order to protect the environment. 
Something is sustainable when it doesn’t harm the environment. They have 
suggested books or cardboard games as a replacement to plastic. The two sisters 



have collected more than 400,000 signatures in their request (known as a 
“petition”) against the use of plastic toys in children's meals. 

 
Image caption: McDonald's has been giving away toys with its Happy Meal deal since 1979, while Burger King 
followed suit in 1990 

The sisters, from Southampton in the UK, have appeared on the BBC's War on 
Plastic, a show in the UK about plastic pollution. During the programme they 
helped take a trailer load of plastic Happy Meal toys to McDonald's UK head office 
but were led from the building by a security guard. 

Ella said they now plan to return to McDonald's and also meet Burger King to talk 
about the company’s plans for plastic toys. The fast food restaurants said they 
were looking at other kinds of toys for their children’s meals.  

McDonald's started giving away toys when it started its Happy Meal deal in 1979, 
and Burger King followed in 1990. Burger King said that they are working on 
making other kinds of toys, with the goal of having a more sustainable toy in place 
by 2020.  

McDonald's says that in the coming months in the UK, shoppers will see more 
books, board games and soft toys in Happy Meals, which would be a 60% cut in 
the number of hard plastic toys given away.  



Ella and Caitlin’s father Craig McEwan said he was "very proud" and had not 
expected the petition, which his daughters started last year, to be so successful. 

 

Image caption: Ella and Caitlin previously turned up at McDonald's headquarters with a trailer full of plastic Happy 
Meal toys 


